216 PIIEVAILING INADEQUATE CONCEPTIONS [cH. IV.
enemies good for evil, (for this return, as has been
remarked by one of the greatest of uninspired autho-
rities2, may be prompted by pride and repaid by
self-complacency,) but, when they are successful or
unsuccessful without our having contributed to their
good or ill fortune, can we not only be content, but
cordially rejoice in their prosperity, or sympathize
with their distresses ?
These are but a few specimens of the character-
istic marks which might be stated of a true predo-
minant benevolence; yet even these may serve to
convince us how far the bulk of nominal Christians
fall short of the requisitions of Scripture, even in
that particular which exhibits their character in the
most favourable point of view. The truth is, we do
not enough call to mind the exalted tone of Scrip-
ture morality; and are therefore apt to value our-
selves on the heights to which we attain, when a
better acquaintance with our standard would have
convinced us of our falling far short of the elevation
prescribed to us. It is in the very instance of the
most difficult of the duties lately specified, the for-
giveness and love of enemies, that our Saviour ptfints
out to our imitation the example of our Supreme
Benefactor. After stating that, by being kind and
courteous to those* who, even in the world's
opinion, had a title to our good offices and good-
will, we should in vain set up a claim to Christian
benevolence, he emphatically adds, " Be ye there-
fore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven
is perfect."
We must here again resort to a topic which was
lately touched on, that of theatrical amusements;
The Stage, and recommend it to their advocates to
2 Lord Bacon,

